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World-class Bill Farrell Wrestling Center is
dedicated at the Colorado Springs Olympic Training
Center
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USA Wrestling Executive Director Rich Bender, Bill
Farrell’s children Kyle and Leigh Farrell and USA
Wrestling President Jim Ravannack cut the ribbon for
the world-class Bill Farrell Wrestling Center at the
Colorado Springs OTC.

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. - It was a time to look
back at the remarkable lives of one of the great leaders
in wrestling and the Olympic movement, while looking
ahead to a bright future for the young men and women
who will be American Olympic wrestling heroes for many
years ahead.
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USA Wrestling and the Colorado Springs Olympic Training Center hosted a special Ribbon Cutting and Dedication
Ceremony for the newly renovated Bill Farrell Wrestling Center on the OTC campus. Family and friends of the late Bill

Farrell came together with a variety of wrestling dignitaries and current athletes and coaches for the public dedication of
the renovated and updated world-class wrestling training facility.

Bill Farrell was the head coach of the 1972 U.S. Olympic freestyle team, New York Athletic Club athlete, and leader and
innovator in the wrestling products industry with ASICS. But even more importantly, Farrell changed the course of
wrestling in our nation, creating a strong foundation for great success for American wrestlers in the three Olympic styles.

“This is an exciting evening for the USOC and USA Wrestling. One of the greatest honors an athlete can receive is
representing their country in international competition. It's one thing to see it here at the Olympic Training Center every
day. It's another thing to hear it from the athletes themselves. Our goal here, just like their goal, is to be the best in the
world. Our goal is to provide them with all the support and all the tools they need in order to achieve their goals and
dreams,” said Aron McGuire, Director of the Colorado Springs Olympic Training Center.

Cutting the ribbon at the dedication of the Bill Farrell Training Center were Farrell’s children, Leigh and Kyle Farrell,
along with USA Wrestling President James Ravannack and Executive Director Rich Bender.

Bender thanked some of the people who made significant contributions to the project including Herb House, the New
York Athletic Club, Dave Foxen, Hooman Tavakolian, Steve Friedman, Andy Barth, Viki McCright, Tony Bobulinski and
ASICS America.

“Bill Farrell was the most consequential figure in the history of USA Wrestling. What we are today, we are standing
squarely on his shoulders. USA Wrestling is what we are because of the vision that he had, and the support that he gave

NOTHING BEATS
BEING THERE

WITH TEAM USA

CONNECT WITH

TEAM

u s A Follow us

Tweets Fo

a\ USA Wrestling 3
USA @USAWrestling

Blue Mountain Eagle reports Eastern Oregon to
reinstate varsity wrestling
go.teamusa.org/1JBxQVQ

Expand

&R USA Wrestling 1€
USA @USAWrestling

UPDATE: Top seeds in all divisions reach
semifinals at NWCA Multi-Divisional National
Duals go.teamusa.org/10ST¢jR
pic.twitter.com/3bJ6Xkuzks

Show Photo

Q\ USA Wrestling 2C
USA @USAWrestling

Tweet to @USAWrestling

http://www teamusa.org/USA-Wrestling/Features/2015/August/21/Bill-Farrell-Wrestling-Center-dedicated-at-Colorado-Springs-OTC 12


http://www.teamusa.org/USA-Wrestling
http://www.teamusa.org/USA-Wrestling
javascript:window.print();
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BnPwfGHCRVoeTB5X1-QPKp7aICfGErc8HAAAAEAEgADgAWJmkz5jaAWDJvuiGyKOQGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi01MTA5NjM3NTA0NzQ2MDE5sgEPd3d3LnRlYW11c2Eub3JnugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gF8aHR0cDovL3d3dy50ZWFtdXNhLm9yZy9VU0EtV3Jlc3RsaW5nL0ZlYXR1cmVzLzIwMTUvQXVndXN0LzIxL0JpbGwtRmFycmVsbC1XcmVzdGxpbmctQ2VudGVyLWRlZGljYXRlZC1hdC1Db2xvcmFkby1TcHJpbmdzLU9UQ8ACAuACAOoCKC81NTcyL1dyZXN0bGluZy9XcmVzdGxpbmdfQXJ0aWNsZV83Mjh4OTD4AoHSHpAD8AGYA6QDqAMByAOZBNAEkE7gBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5Giog64Bq_IZLFFUxySgzz1J&sig=AOD64_1SaxneGw7HnNwXkVaglewPNXyKGA&client=ca-pub-5109637504746019&adurl=https://www.facebook.com/TeamUSA
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teamusa.org%2FUSA-Wrestling%2FFeatures%2F2015%2FAugust%2F21%2FBill-Farrell-Wrestling-Center-dedicated-at-Colorado-Springs-OTC&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=World-class%20Bill%20Farrell%20Wrestling%20Center%20is%20dedicated%20at%20the%20Colorado%20Springs%20Olympic%20Training%20Center%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teamusa.org%2FUSA-Wrestling%2FFeatures%2F2015%2FAugust%2F21%2FBill-Farrell-Wrestling-Center-dedicated-at-Colorado-Springs-OTC%23.VpFwHTfGXrE.twitter&via=TeamUSA
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bb66EGHCRVpaPEoev-QOx0azYDPHLs9MHAAAAEAEgADgAWNG76qnLAmDJvuiGyKOQGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi01MTA5NjM3NTA0NzQ2MDE5sgEPd3d3LnRlYW11c2Eub3JnugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gF8aHR0cDovL3d3dy50ZWFtdXNhLm9yZy9VU0EtV3Jlc3RsaW5nL0ZlYXR1cmVzLzIwMTUvQXVndXN0LzIxL0JpbGwtRmFycmVsbC1XcmVzdGxpbmctQ2VudGVyLWRlZGljYXRlZC1hdC1Db2xvcmFkby1TcHJpbmdzLU9UQ8ACAuACAOoCKS81NTcyL1dyZXN0bGluZy93cmVzdGxpbmdfYXJ0aWNsZV8zMDB4MjUw-AKB0h6QA_ABmAOkA6gDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GiVDeIIr-gcvh6elooUS0AA&sig=AOD64_2tJUd83VdM1snm46mpCYqsziHzXA&client=ca-pub-5109637504746019&adurl=http://www.cosport.com
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BSPZcGHCRVpnmIsiq-APqq5iQBvn0rM8HAAAAEAEgADgAWInr6rm2AWDJvuiGyKOQGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi01MTA5NjM3NTA0NzQ2MDE5sgEPd3d3LnRlYW11c2Eub3JnugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gF8aHR0cDovL3d3dy50ZWFtdXNhLm9yZy9VU0EtV3Jlc3RsaW5nL0ZlYXR1cmVzLzIwMTUvQXVndXN0LzIxL0JpbGwtRmFycmVsbC1XcmVzdGxpbmctQ2VudGVyLWRlZGljYXRlZC1hdC1Db2xvcmFkby1TcHJpbmdzLU9UQ8ACAuACAOoCKS81NTcyL1dyZXN0bGluZy93cmVzdGxpbmdfYXJ0aWNsZV8zMDB4MTI1-AKB0h6QA_ABmAOkA6gDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GjPMslp1EPrKjfXSBGW8EY3&sig=AOD64_39Q_IrJRYjg1yNUcEz4n7z6FXi0w&client=ca-pub-5109637504746019&adurl=http://instagram.com/teamusa&nm=1
https://t.co/l71pssDDfH
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling/status/685867044395331584
https://t.co/xPdGtHxPy5
https://t.co/3bJ6Xkuzks
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling/status/685645520048529409
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling/status/685867044395331584
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling/status/685645520048529409
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling/status/685612838786732033
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling
https://twitter.com/USAWrestling
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=USAWrestling
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/membership
http://www.teamusa.org/USA-Wrestling/Features/2015/August/21/Bill-Farrell-Wrestling-Center-dedicated-at-Colorado-Springs-OTC
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/clubs
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/events
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/results
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/rankings
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/team-usa
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/women/welcome-letter
http://www.teamusa.org/Home/USA%20Wrestling/Features
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/forums
http://donate.usawrestling.org/
http://usawrestlingproducts.com/
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/about-us
http://action.teamusa.org/page/s/team
http://www.teamusa.org/
http://www.att.com/
http://www.teamusa.org/games
http://www.teamusa.org/road-to-rio-2016
http://www.teamusa.org/us-paralympics
http://www.teamusa.org/us-olympic-and-paralympic-foundation
http://www.teamusa.org/news
http://www.teamusa.org/video
http://www.teamusa.org/about-the-usoc
http://www.teamusa.org/donate
http://www.teamusashop.com/

1/9/2016 World-class Bill Farrell Wrestling Center is dedicated at the Colorado Springs Olympic Training Center

to wrestlers. We have many of those champions here tonight,” said Bender.

INSTAGRAMS
Two close friends and business partners with Bill Farrell from ASICS, Nick Gallo and Neil Duncan, talked about their by @usawrestling
mentor and leader. 3 940 photos 1 126,748 followers

“We want to thank USA Wrestling for putting Bil's name on this wrestling center. He would have been super honored to
know his name is enshrined here. Bill's biggest passion in life was wrestling. | worked with Bill. He hired me right out of

college. He was a superb leader. He coached under the great Vince Lombardi. Bill learned a lot from him. He taught us
how to lead and to work business correctly. He was a great friend, a great family man, a very competitive personality,”

said Gallo.

“Bill had a tremendous sense of humor. He was the ultimate people person. He could speak to anybody. One of his
great leadership qualities was his sense of humor. He had the unique ability to bring people together from different walks
of life, from different points of view, and get them to work towards a goal. One of the great things about working for him
in our company is that he could motivate you. He was good at figuring out what people needed in order to be better,”
said Duncan.

USA Wrestling presented Leigh Farrell and Kyle Farrell with a special award, and invited them to cut the ribbon for the
facility.

“On behalf of myself, my brother, my mother Lorraine, thank you so much for honoring our father today. Thank you to
USA Wrestling and the Olympic Training Center. Bill Farrell was an exceptional man. He was an exceptional athlete,
coach, businessman, family man. He would be honored today, although he would have probably said ‘enough honors.’
He was a very humble man,” said Leigh Farrell.

After the ribbon was cut, USA Wrestling’s High Performance Manager Cody Bickley led in the many guests, which
included two-time Olympic champion and three-time World champion Bruce Baumgartner, Olympic champion Steve
Fraser, two-time World champion Adeline Gray, World champion Bill Zadick, Olympian Jim Scherr and many others.
Members of the USA Wrestling Board of Directors, and numerous state association leaders were also there.

Bickley told them about the $325,000 in expansion and upgrades that went into the beautiful eight-mat wrestling facility,
an increase from three mats in the previous wrestling room. He pointed out the expanded cardio area, the bleachers for
fans, the new office spaces for the national coaches, the sound system, the mat divider which can be raised and
lowered, the special photos and graphics on the walls and many other cutting-edge additions to the facility.

Focus turned to the current and future athletes who will benefit from the new Bill Farrell Wrestling Center, in their quest
to win Olympic and World medals for the United States.

“In the past, our practice times were very strict. We were always working around the men’s schedules to find times. We
can now train at the same times. The chance to have the space here to separate and have a private room is
unbelievable. We were limited before. This is amazing, | thank you all for making this possible. This was something we
needed. It will help our athletes have success,” said Adeline Gray, who is currently preparing in the facility for the
upcoming 2015 World Championships in Las Vegas.

Fundraising for the final $75,000 for the costs of the renovated Bill Farrell Training Center is underway. Those who
would like to contribute can do so online at usawrestling.rallyme.com.

Comments

0 Comments Sort by | Oldest

Add a comment...

[E3 Facebook Comments Plugin

Media About Us ©2016 United States Olympic Committee. All |
Sponsors
Merchandise
Privacy Policy

http://www teamusa.org/USA-Wrestling/Features/2015/August/21/Bill-Farrell-Wrestling-Center-dedicated-at-Colorado-Springs-OTC 22


http://www.teamusa.org/media
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/about-us
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/about-us/sponsors
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/about-us/merchandise
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-wrestling/about-us/privacy-policy
http://www.usawrestling.rallyme.com/
http://iconosquare.com/usawrestling
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df31d6330dc%26domain%3Dwww.teamusa.org%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.teamusa.org%252Ff2aea1e3c%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teamusa.org%2FUSA-Wrestling%2FFeatures%2F2015%2FAugust%2F21%2FBill-Farrell-Wrestling-Center-dedicated-at-Colorado-Springs-OTC&locale=en_US&numposts=20&sdk=joey&width=100%25
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/

